low affects a broad region of the Arctic Ocean. The signs of these anomalies are reversed in its negative phase (NAO-). Starting in 1988, there has been an upward trend in the NAO index ( Partitioning the SLP (3) and newly-developed ice motion fields (4) based on the NAO index shows distinct shifts in spatial patterns that are associated with the positive and negative phases of NAO (Fig. 2) . The difference field (Fig. 3) 
South of Fram Strait, 'the ice motion fields also show enhanced transport through the
Denmark Strait due to increased pressure gradient associated with NAO+ ( Table 2 ).
The Kara Sea appears to be a net exporter of sea ice, sometimes into the eastern Arctic The sea ice extent in the Greenland and Barents Seas is also linked to the NAO. Here, the time series of April ice extent anomalies from satellite passive microwave observations (13) that exhibited a downtrend over the eighteen years, is negatively correlated (-0.64) to the DJFM NAO index. The southerly winds due to the cyclonic circulation pattern tend to push the ice edge northward and westward. This is consistent with the ice motion pattern in these regions ( Table 2) 
